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                                                                            Monday 12th September 2016
Dear Parent,

I hope your child has settled back into the routine of school and the early mornings.  It has been lovely to see all the new faces coming into Year 4 and also great to have some familiar faces back with us in Year 5. 

Homework

Your child will be starting their written homework this week. Normally they will have two Numeracy activities and two Literacy activities per week. Occasionally they will have a PATHS or topic homework to complete instead. 
A spelling activity worksheet will also be given to complete daily to help your child learn his or her set spellings for the week. Reading homework will also be set in each childs reading record book. 
All homework will be written in to school homework diaries daily. 
Guided Reading

Guided reading sessions will begin this week also. Over the next few weeks your child will spend some time going over previously learnt words and begin reading a new book/novel. Class reading sessions will be on a rota basis.  Some groups will read daily, others groups will have two or three guided reading sessions a week. This will depend on ability and difficulty of reading book. 
Your child’s reading book will come home in a plastic wallet.  Please ensure your child completes their reading each evening and that you comment/sign  in their reading record book.  Please also ensure that this book is kept in your child’s bag every day so that they can be collected and changed on their next guided reading session. Please note that these books are part of a set and may need to be given to the next group the following day. I would therefore ask you to encourage your child to take good care of their reading book.
Other Reading
It is really important for you to read to your child on a daily basis, especially books of a higher level than they can read. This is an opportunity for them to extend their vocabulary and understanding, as well as being a special and enjoyable time to spend together in a relaxed environment.  Anytime is a good time to read to your child but bedtime is often best.  Another good resource for extending vocabulary is the use of audio books.  These can be used at home or on car journeys. Your local library normally has a good selection of these to choose from.
Spelling

Your child will have a set of spellings for the week.  We will be working on these words and their target sounds in class. Your child will have a short activity to complete using their words on a nightly basis in their spelling activity book.

How to …. Books
These books will include examples of work or new learning that your child is completing in school. For example, strategies that are used in the teaching of Numeracy or rules for Literacy. I.e. grammar and punctuation.  It is hoped that when your child is completing a homework activity and is not sure of how to complete it or answer specific questions, that they will get out their ‘How to ….. Numeracy or Literacy’ books to help refresh their memory. It will also let you know as a parent what method/strategies are being used in school and which ones your child is familiar with. 
Bug Club

To login into Bug Club go to – www.activelearnprimary.co.uk
Username:- your child’s full name, all lower case letters and no spaces e.g. tomporter
Password:- ajps01

Code:- lw73

P.E.

Please could you ensure your child comes to school with their PE gear, including suitable running shoes, preferably on a Monday so that they have their PE kit available for the week ahead. (It is very important that all of your child’s clothes (uniform and P.E gear) are labelled.  This makes it easier to manage if there is a mix up of clothing or if an item of clothing gets mislaid.)
Class Teacher: Sarah Kemp
